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Dear Friends:
At a Lenten Lunch a few years ago, the speaker stood in the pulpit and said something 
like, "I'm sure God didn't make Jesus die for our sins."

I think I heard some people gasp.  She seemed to be poking a hole right in the middle 
of the way most Christians describe what happened on the Cross -- that Jesus paid the 
price; died "for us."

But I believe this gets to an even more important idea.  Earlier in her talk she said she 
had heard and come to believe "that only good comes from God."  Later she said that the 
cross was an act of extreme love.  Jesus, refusing to compromise, entered so completely 
into life, so lovingly and truthfully, that death at the hands of those who simply couldn't 
stand it was the inevitable consequence .

Well I think she was on to something.  Emphasizing the atoning sacrifice of the Cross 
sometimes conceals that which lies behind it -- that God is by God's very nature radically 
loving and forgiving.  Everything can be loved and everything can be forgiven, and when 
that love and forgiveness are allowed in, they transform.  And so Jesus went around 
declaring the Good News.  "Your sins are forgiven."  That's what he said, more than 
anything else, as he healed people.  And on the cross, "Forgive them."  And to the thief, 
"Today you shall be with me in Paradise."

Here's a story to illustrate what I mean.  There was a rancher, a self-made man (there's an 
impossible idea) who took nothing from anybody.  Nuthin’ from nobody.  He was a hard 
man, and when one of his hands took a steer to feed his family the rancher looked at the 
man and said, "String him up.  It'll teach him a lesson."

In due course the rancher died and appeared before the judgement seat, and God said, 
"Forgive him. It'll teach him a lesson."

There's no question in my mind about which is the harder lesson to learn. Nor do I have 
any doubt about which of the two gives life, or holds more promise.

This part of our life together is not a spectator sport.  Elsewhere in this Leaven you will 
find the Holy Week schedule.  Look for ways to simply be present, or to help, or call me 
and I will help you.  Start entering into Holy Week now, and be present as best you can 
to the full sweep of God’s saving work from Maundy Thursday through Sunday morning.  
There is nothing else like this in our lives, and not much that’s more important.  

May your Easter be holy and blessed, and full of transformation.

Lay Schedule

April
Julie Conline
Gayle Kozelka
Maggie Dixon
Sheryl Keith
Jan Robran

Julianna Skluzaceck
Julia Miller

Bernie Reisenhauer
Carol McKernan

Deb Buck
Sharon Cramer

May
Mary Wright
Mary Levine
Lynn Seykora

Ann Chester-Jones
Anne Deetz

Helen Durand
Barb Judd

Jackie Ostlund
Chris Marquardt

Jan Tippett

April
Diane Spitzack

Gerri Schwenker

May
Betty Kristo

Robin McKey

Altar Guild

Date Lay Reader Lector Chalice Ushers

April 9 Jackie Nan Diane
Steve and 

Sheryl

April 15 Kristin Mary Janet
Terri and 

Marty

April 16 Julianna Gary Mike
Julie and 

Gayle

April 23 Scott Leanne Steve
Mike and 

Gary

April 30 Jackie Matt Francy
Pete and 
Maggie

May 7 Kristin Maggie Diane
Steve and 

Sheryl

May 14 Julianna Nan Maggie
Terri and 

Marty

May 21 Scott Mary Janet
Julie and 

Gayle

Easter

Holy Saturday

If you make a schedule change, 
please leave a message on the church phone.

Coffee Committees



April
Diane Spitzack

Gerri Schwenker

May
Betty Kristo

Robin McKey

Love in Action
Just a reminder that the LIA (Love 
in Action) group is at church 
Mondays and Fridays from 
1:00–3:00. Their job? To keep 
the church open to the public on 
those daysw and to support you 
in any way needed during that 
time.

Handicap Parking
The City of Owatonna has granted 
an additional handicapped 
parking space to St. Paul’s, 
and allowed us to designate it 
ourselves by placing a temporary 
handicapped parking sign next 
to the space when church is in 
session.  The permanent blue 
spot marked as handicapped is 
the first parking space just west of 
the glass doors.  The provisional 
spot is the first spot just east of 
the glass doors.

If you arrive at church before the 
sign has been placed, please 
leave that spot vacant.  The sign is 
just inside the glass doors; those 
who arrive early at church are 
welcome to place it at the tree!

Second Sunday Offerings 
On the 2nd Sunday of each 
month, an additional offering 
is collected and the donations 
are sent to a chosen cause.  
Past causes have included the 
Crisis Resource Center, Lily 
Sparrow House, the Free Clinic, 
Transitional Housing, Teens 
Encounter Christ, and many 
others.  If you are passionate 
about a particular cause, 
please talk to a Vestry member.     
Checks should be made payable 
to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
with a designation in the 
memo line of “2nd Sunday”; St. 
Paul’s will cut one check to the 
organization.

St. Paul's Pantry Needs
Pantry supplies are running low! 
Traffic picks up in the warmer 
months, so please help us get 
ready.  Here is a list of basic 
needs:

• Cereal (hot and cold)
• Pasta sauce with meat (we have plenty 

of pasta)
• Peanut butter and Jelly
• Crackers
• Canned meat
• Soup (cream of mushroom is a favorite, 

as it can be used in casseroles)
• Canned fruit
• Canned vegetables
• Toilet tissue

S p r i n g  2 0 1 7

From the Easter Leaven 2015
Kristaq ‘Christ’ (pronounced with a soft ‘i’) Kristo had been in the 
U.S. just long enough to learn English, maybe 3 years, and long 
enough to fall in love with Betty, when he was sent off to war.  At 
the end of 1944 the 18 year old Albanian-American refugee found 
himself in the Ardennes, in Belgium, stripping and cleaning his 
tank’s machine guns.  The rest of the crew were inside a house. 
Just then several rounds of German artillery fell, one of them 
directly hitting the tank.  His friends ran outside expecting to find 
‘Christ’ dead, but he emerged from the tank safe and sound.  
Just before the rounds fell, a Bible verse popped into his head 
— “Where two or three are gathered, there am I in the midst of 
them.” — and he jumped into the tank to look it up in his Bible, and 
it saved his life.

We thought about incorporating that story into the windows 
given in memory of ‘Christ’ and to the glory of God by the Kristo 
family.  (The windows will be revealed and consecrated on Palm 
Sunday morning at the beginning of the service.) Instead, the story 
they tell is of Easter, the movement from darkness to light, and 
the Easter proclamation that “The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia.”  
Easter was, and is, the Kristo family’s favorite time, and that is how, 
every year, ‘Christ’ greeted us at Easter.  “Christos aneste! Alethe 
aneste, alleluia!”



Vestry News
The Vestry met on March 16, 2017, at 6:00PM.  The following is a 
summary of topics discussed. 

• Reviewed Vestry Retreat ( 2-25-17 ) activity placing members goals into one of three 
categories.

• Results reflected our pathway for this Vestry.  Most goals were for youth and kids 
programs, and building repairs - landscaping and painting.

• Reviewed and amended minutes from Vestry meeting 1-26-17.
• Set April 2nd Sunday offering for Lilly Sparrow ( dependent on receiving update on 

their plans to continue ).
• Established that there is always a need to have an advocate speaker for the 2nd 

Sunday offering.
• Reviewed newest Parochial Report and discussed Diocese implications.
• Discussed the scholarships for this year.
• Received update from Mike Gjerdahl on the building painting plans.
• Gary gave an update on progress for Sunday School.  He will be a substitute teacher if 

the scheduled teacher is not available.  Discussions will continue with Julie Conlin and 
Fr. Michael to establish a regular, scheduled staff and additional substitutes.

• Announced that May 6th is the Confirmation Service at the Cathedral in Faribault.
Under New Business--Mary Levine suggested that unisex signs be 
placed on both restrooms.  Reasons - greater access to restrooms for 
all, and that some men, who change their baby's diapers, need the 
changing station in the women's restroom.

Meeting ended with prayers and adjournment.

Blessings,

Gary Johnson

Palm Sunday – April 9th  The Sunday of the Passion 10:00 a.m.
Worship begins with a procession into church carrying palm 
branches and singing as we remember Jesus' triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. It ends with a reading of the account of his trial and 
crucifixion.

Maundy Thursday – April 13th  6:30 p.m.
A Family Supper and Eucharistic meal as we remember the first 
Last Supper.Everyone is welcome and the lamb stew is amazing.  
Please call (507) 451 5319 to register.

Good Friday – April 14th  12 noon - 3:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Meditations on the Last Seven Words of Jesus. A most moving way 
to enter into Easter. Seven readings and seven meditations on the 
last words of Jesus take us from noon to 3 p.m. (come and go at 
any time during the service)

In the evening, Good Friday Liturgy.  Music by Roderick Kettlewell. 
A simple service recalling the events of this dark day

Saturday Easter Vigil – April 15th  8:30 p.m.
The First Celebration of Easter.  This is the oldest and most joyful 
of all the liturgies of the church, dating back to the first records 
we have of worship in the 2nd century.We begin in darkness, tell 
stories of salvation, and move to the first light and “alleluia!” of 
Easter.

Easter Sunday – April 16th  10:00 a.m.
The Day of Resurrection -- Festival Holy 
Eucharist (and a wonderful day to be 
baptized!).

Holy Week Services

Wear Your Bonnet
on Easter!



Rose Window above the Doors to the Nave 
This window depicts the Crown of Thorns.  It was donated by 
Jacob John Harris (12-23-1834 to 2-9-1906) who was born in 
Hounsfield, NY.  His parents were from England.  Growing up he 
worked on the family farm and  received little to no education.  
At age 16, he moved away from his family and built his own 
boat, the Mary Fox.  During this time, in 1856, he traveled to 
Steele County and purchased 160 acres of land in section 22 of 
Somerset Township. In August of 1871 he married the widow, 
Catherine (Miller) Harkin, who had two daughters.  In May of 
1874, Jacob moved to his land on Somerset and became a 
farmer.  His farm was described as being, “amongst the best in 
the township, fitted with its large red barns, capacious granaries 
and elegant and comfortable dwelling.” Jacob was very visible 
in different public matters and was clerk of the township.  He 
died in Owatonna, MN (Steele County).  In his will he left a large 
amount of his estate to the church to do with as they saw fit.  It 
is believed that one of the things the church purchased with the 
money was the window. 

Stained Glass Window “Holy Spirit and Lamb”  
The Agnus Dei symbol or "Lamb of God" is a symbol of Christ 
and His sacrifice. The banner with the Lamb represents the risen 
Christ triumphant over death.  "Behold the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 

The History of St. Paul's Episcopal Church
An Occasional Column Sponsored by the History Group

Treasurer's Notes
First quarter donor statements were mailed this week; thank you 
to all who so generously and faithfully make offerings to St. Paul’s 
and the charities we support.  All of your offerings—pledges, plate 
offerings, 2nd Sunday offerings, gifts in kind, special and memorial 
funds, etc—should be listed.  Checking your donor statement 
carefully each quarter will save time and effort when tax season rolls 
around each year.  If you see any omissions or errors, or would like 
help setting up electronic giving, please see Sheryl.

Confirmation and 
Reception  into the 
Church on May 6!



Cleo Returns!
Here is some news from Cleo! You can blame (or thank) Francyne Maki 
for my return from along sabbatical!

Trees are budding, Julie Conlin has lovely flowers blooming, birds are 
back and Easter is almos there! It must be spring. Lots of people have 
been off to warmer spots and are back or soon will be. Nobody tucked 
me in their carry-ons so I just hibernated all winter. 
Longest journey that I know about was Brian and 
Mollie Gfrerer and kids off to Hawaii where they all 
had a wonderful time.

It was lovely to see Roger Miller back in church. He 
is recovering from a broken ankle. Pete Dixon has 
also recovered from one. Also recovering from a 
broken leg is Gayle Kozelka's grandson, Logan. Hear 
Hugh Chester-Jones is getting stronger every day. 
He had a heart attack followed by heart surgery. 
Also recovering from surgery is Evan, son of Sharon 
Kramer, and Julia & Roger Miller's grandson. He will also be having 
some very serious surgery in May so keep him in your prayers. Also 
needing prayers is Kris Warehime's mom who had surgery recently.

Congrats and lots of best wishes go out to Katie Parsons and Edwin 
Vyncke who are being married on April 8th! Hear wedding news also 
about Maggie Dixon's granddaughter Mystery. She gets her Masters 
Degree in May and is to wed Brian Brinkman on July 28th! Hear 
wedding plans are also being made for Steven Boutelle in October. 
More on that later.

Looks like TEC was another great weekend for a bunch of teens from 
St Paul's under the leadership of Fr. Michael. Gretchen Zinsli was there 
cooking for a whole lot of kids (maybe with some help including Marty 
and others).

Lenten services and lunches went well this year and were enjoyed by 
many. Heard great talks with lots to ponder. Lunches were great, and 
don't worry, I got my share of crumbs! Profits from this year's lunches 
will go to the Free Clinic and to the Crisis Center.

There are some new babies around to love! Jon Seykora and his wife 
had a baby boy a couple of weeks ago. His name is James Jonathan. 
Bet grandparents Lynn and Dave are thrilled!

Sure they will be off to Canada to see him soon if they haven't gone 
already. Also loving being grandparents for the first time are Tim 
and Bonita Thomas! Daughter Caroline and husband Burgess Kyne 
had a boy named Jameson Thomas on March 21st. I know they have 
been up to the cities to see him many times!

Hope you got a chance to run up to Faribault to see Julia Skluzacek 
direct the Merlin Players do "Calendar Girls". It was great fun and 
our own Jackie Ostlund did a wonderful job. If you heard her read 
the "dry bones" reading last Sunday, you know how dramatic she 
can be!

The Prayer Shawl knitters are still busy knitting. Be sure to ask for a 
prayer shawl if you, a relative or a friend could use a knitted hug and 
some extra prayers.

Have you heard about the Owatonna Forward Group? Committee 
members Jackie Ostlund and Roger Warehime are working very 
hard on a vision for Owatonna's future. Also on the committee is 
Deacon Steve Judd. Ask them about it if you want to know more.

Always have sad news to report too. Please continue to keep the 
Brittain family, especially Ruth and Will in your prayers. They lost 
baby Olivia earlier this year. Betty Kristo lost son Monte in March 
so keep the Kristo family in your prayers. Chris Marquardt also lost 
her adult son just before Christmas. They all need extra love and 
prayers.

Hear Helen Durand has been alert and happy to see visitors from St 
Paul's. Bernie Reisenauer is also doing well and glad to have warmer 
weather on the way.

Wishing you all a blessed Easter and a lovely spring. Send me any 
news you wish me to share!

Know there is lots I missed! I will do better next time!

Cleo


