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Dear Friends,

Did you see the Super Bowl ad that began with audio from a Martin Luther King Jr speech?  
It was very stirring.  Even now, 50 yrs later, I found myself being very moved.  It begins, “…
but recognize that he that is greatest among you, shall be your servant… [this] definition 
of greatness means that everybody can be great… you only need a heart full of grace… [a] 
soul generated by love.”

Now depending on your point of view, these words were a little out of place in a commercial 
for Dodge trucks.  But maybe it’s no more incongruous than other instances of people co-
opting great truths. 

 In Europe it is commonplace for political parties to put the word “Christian” in their titles.  
Germany has both Christian Socialist and Christian Democrat parties.  You would think that 
sort of thing would be more likely to happen here in the U.S. where we wear our religion on 
our sleeve.  Fortunately not.  That doesn’t stop us from thinking that we are right (and others 
are wrong) of course.  But politics (and trucks) are obviously not the truth itself.  You cannot 
be a Christian Socialist or Democrat — you can only be a Christian first and your Christianity 
cannot be modified by your politics.  The Christianity is paramount or it is nothing.  You 
cannot put a political ideology over the Gospel.  In the best of all possible worlds you can 
be a grace-filled servant who builds exemplary trucks, or makes just and merciful political 
decisions — but not a Christian Democrat.

As we enter Lent, we may have some things to repent, and they are often to do with 
judgment and exclusion.  The servant that MLK begins to describe is grounded in 
loving God and then neighbor, a path that works itself out in doing justly, loving mercy, 
walking humbly with God. (Micah 6:8)  This opens doors to what MLK called “the Beloved 
Community,” in which everyone, without exception, can be present. 

Some repentance may be necessary, especially for those actions that have pushed away 
people who are not like us.

Contrary to what you might have heard recently, “God hates nothing that [God] has made.”

You will hear that explicitly in the prayers for Ash Wednesday.  It is a very good starting 
point for those who repent, and aspire to be great.



I suppose that I should introduce 
myself as the Senior Warden 
of St. Paul’s Owatonna.  First 
of all, I am honored to be in 
this position.  Our church has 
a history of strong leadership 
and dedication to our mission, I 
will do my best to live up to the 
previously set level of excellence 
by our previous Senior Wardens.  
Marty, Emma, and I have lived in 
Owatonna since 2008.  Emma is 
a junior in high school, is active 
in band and cheerleading, and 
works at Target on weekends.  
Marty works at Allina Faribault 
as Manager of Facilities and 
Services.  In his spare time he 
builds and flies RC airplanes.  
I work full-time as a Nurse 
Practitioner at MCHS Owatonna, 
am the medical director of the 
Free Clinic of Steele County, and 
am very active at St. Paul’s.  In 
my spare time I enjoy sewing 
aprons, bags, and quilts.  Overall, 
we are a very busy family.  
However, St. Paul’s is a priority 
in our lives.  Please feel free to 
contact me if you need anything.  
My contact information is below.

The 2018 Vestry met for retreat 
at the Cathedral in Faribault.  
Our Vestry is still looking for 
one additional member who is 
willing to serve a 3 year term.  
We currently have a strong 
team and are very excited about 
what the future can bring for 
our church.  We had excellent 

Vestry Notes

2018 Vestry
Gretchen Zinsli, Sr. Warden 
Joanne Peterson 
Mary Levine 
Rebecca Krug 
Julie Conlin 
Drew Meyer 
Diane Spitzack

Sheryl Keith, Treasurer 
Nikki Erickson, Clerk

discussions about our goals for 
2018 at St. Paul’s.  At this point, 
we have two main goals:  to be 
fiscally responsible to reinvest 
money in PIF and to re-establish 
inter generational Wednesday 
evenings at church.  These are 
extremely lofty goals that we 
cannot achieve on our own.  As 
Fr. Michael always says, “None 
of us should do this alone.”  You 
will likely be asked by Vestry 
members to help in some way.  
Please consider giving of your 
time and talents when asked.  No 
one person can (or should) do 
everything, but everyone can do 
something.

Our next vestry meeting is  
February 22, 2018 at 6:30 pm.  

The best ways to reach me are  
by cell-phone, text, or email.   
507-383-0622 or 
gretchenzinsli@hotmail.com

Blessings to you and yours, 
Gretchen
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Women of St. Paul’s Meeting Minutes  
January 28, 2018 11:30 am, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Call to Order: Kristin Warehime, President.

Treasurer Report: $3462.00 (12/31/2017)

Discussion:

Lenten Lunches start on February 14, 2018.  The theme for this year speaker series is, Wind, Fire 
and Flood and the Still Small Voice. 

The following groups will be responsible for meal preparation on the subsequent Wednesdays 
through Lent. This list may be subject to some changes in the next few days. 

Feb. 14th     Amy Wobschall and Judie Buerman Co-Chairs.

Feb. 21st.     Betty Kristo and Gerri Schwenker Co-Chairs.

Feb. 28th.     Gail Plathe and Deb Carlson Co-Chairs.

March 7th.    Myrtle Brittain and Lisa Boutelle Co-Chairs.

March 14th.   Gail Kozelka and Julie Conlin Co-Chairs.

March 21st.    Mary Levine and Mary Wright Co-Chairs. 

K. Warehime will have a sign-up list in the Upper Tanner for people to volunteer and help with 
tickets, set-up, serving and clean-up for our lunches. She will also remind parishioners during 
our service next Sunday. 

Tickets for the lunch will be $6.00 (same as last year.)

The motion was made and passed that this year’s recipient of our Lenten Luncheon earnings 
will go to Rachel’s Light. This organization is still in the early stages but will provide services and 
shelter for women similar to what Lilly Sparrow House accomplished prior to its closing. 

M. Brittain ask to discuss the Maundy Thursday event this year. She is looking for a couple of 
volunteers to take over this event.  She has all of the responsibilities listed and very detailed for 
someone to take over from her.  She will be willing to assist the new chairperson/people one 
more year. Thanks to Myrtle Brittain for the many years that she has coordinated this event.  

Meeting was adjourned at 12:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted, Joanne Peterson            

       



Wednesdays in Lent
Ash Wednesday is February 14
Soup at 6:00
Service at 6:30

Holden Evening Prayer
Soup at 6:00
Service at 6:30

Choir during Lent
Choir resumes Feb. 18. Anyone 
wishing to join choir during lent 
and Easter is most welcome.  
If you've ever considered 
singing in choir now just might 
be the time.  We practice Sun. 
morning at 8:45.  The more the 
merrier!

The Still 
Small Voice
In the midst of turmoil, it is often difficult to find solid 
ground. Our speakers will share what they have found at the 
center of the storm, both literally and metaphorically. We 
hope to learn from their experiences and wisdom.

Talks are free and open to the public. 
Optional lunch served afterwards: Tickets $6
All proceeds from the lunch will be donated to Rachel’s Light.
St. Paul’s is located at 220 South Cedar Avenue in Owatonna.

2018 Lenten  
Speakers Series

February 14:  Rev. Michael Tippett

February 21:  Jeff Elstad

February 28:  Mark Fritsch

March 7:    Mary Levine

March 14:   Sheryl Keith 

March 21:   TBD

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church presents
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Lay Schedule

February    
Janet Dixon 
Joanne Peterson 
Steve Judd

March  
Diane Spitzack 
Gerri Schwenker

Brass Cleaning 
9:30am March 17th 
 
  

Altar  Guild

Date Lay Reader Lector Chalice Ushers

Feb  11 Kristin Nikki Francy Steve and 
Sheryl

Feb 18 Scott Matt Steve

Feb 25 Jackie Mary Janet Terri and 
Mike W

March 4 Julianna Francy Diane Gretchen 
and Marty

March 11 Mark Steve Francy Julie and 
Gayle

March18 Kristin Nan Mike Steve and 
Sheryl

March 25 Scott Matt Steve Terri and 
Mike W

April 1 Julianna Mary Janet Gretchen 
and Marty

If you make a schedule change, 
please leave a message on the church phone.

Coffee Committees
March
Gail Plathe 
Deb Carlson 
Janet Dixon  
Nan Gjerdahl
Carol Peterson 
Jodie Ruehling
Kristin Warehime 
Terri Hottmann
Julianna Skluzacek 
 

 February 
Myrtle Brittain 
Lisa Boutelle 
Judy Erck 
Sharol Tamburro 
Ann Henjum 
Bobbi Otteson 
Sue Mahlman 
Joanne Peterson 
Jodie Boisen



February    
Janet Dixon 
Joanne Peterson 
Steve Judd

March  
Diane Spitzack 
Gerri Schwenker

Brass Cleaning 
9:30am March 17th 
 
  

Financial Snapshot
At the Annual Meeting on 
January 21st the Parish voted 
to commit to a 2018 Budget 
that offers the possibility of not 
drawing from our investments 
for the first time in 10 years, and 
to grow our savings.  

We have been reducing annual 
expenditure steadily, and now it 
is $35,000 less than in 2014.

Our target revenue to break 
even for this year is $171,000.   
At the end of January, prepaid 

pledges, regular offerings, and 
some money carried forward, 
put $37,000 in the bank.  Thank 
you! That means we need about 
$12,000 per month for the rest 
of the year, and we are going to 
try very hard not to take it from 
investments.

If you need to know more please 
ask a member of the Vestry (they 
have the detailed breakdown on 
hand) or your Treasurer, Sheryl 
Keith, at any time.

Theology and a 
Pint will return 
after Easter.
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Cleo's MEWsings

Resumes  
January 17, 2018

Here it is the middle of February 
already. If you are tired of cold 
and snow, we can see (almost) 
the end!  I am personally not a 
snow fan so 18 inches at one 
time is a little much!   

Some of our congregation have 
had enough of the snow and 
have headed for warmer places. 
Pete and Maggie headed to 
Florida, Leann Alt and Gary 
Johnson are in Texas and 
Scott and Kathy Brittain have 
vacationed in Hawaii!  Judy 
Erck also headed to Texas for 
a few weeks.    I know others 
have gone or soon will!  Maybe 
someone will take me along? 

For those stuck here, please be 
careful on the slippery places!  
Especially Myrtle!  She fell and 
broke a couple ribs after just 
recovering from a shoulder 
injury from a fall just before the 
bazaar. I think if it was up to 
Scott, Myrtle would be home 
wrapped in bubble wrap!   

Keep our under the-weather 
folks in your prayers.  Tom 
Knutson was hospitalized with 
pneumonia,  Nikki  Swanum 
had hip replacement and Drew 
Meyer was hospitalized with 
chest pains!  They are all in my 
prayers.  Also don’t forgot all our 
fragile seniors.  

Have you been reading the 
news in the paper about 
proposed downtown Owatonna 
renovations? A big project in 
the works is a hotel, restaurants, 
an event center and retail.  Our 
deacon, Steve Judd, is the prime 
visionary moving this along. 
Hear he now has developers and 
investors working with him and 
the project is full steam ahead!  
He hasn’t shared with me, but 
how about a pet store with the 
latest in heated cat beds, Steve?  
Also in the works is a Brew Pub. 
Roger Warehime is working on 
that project. Haven’t heard an 
update lately but Brew Pubs are 
really “in” these days so hope to 
get an update I can share!   

Jackie and Pete Ostlund were 
thrilled to have grandson, 
Jackson in town for a visit. He 
was home after a recent stint 
in Kabul, Afghanistan where he 
works for a private security firm. 
Keep Jackson in your prayers as 
he works in a dangerous part of 
the world! 

We have some people 
anticipating new babies!  Karli 
and  Adam Buegler are awaiting 
a baby brother or sister for Rylan 
(grandparents Amy and Greg 
Wobschall are too!). The whole 
Brittain clan is awaiting a baby 
brother for James, parents Will 



and Ruth!   Can’t wait to see the 
new babies!  Have you been 
enjoying Katie Parsons and 
Edwin Vyncke’s little Issac?  He 
is sooo cute. He even helped 
Fr. Michael give his sermon one 
Sunday!  

Congratulations to Mike Weller 
celebrating his 20th Anniversary 
at Federated!  Hear there will be 
a party—I haven’t been invited so 
no crumbs for me.  

And not many crumbs for me 
at the Annual Meeting either!  
Lots of food but not enough 
attendees to drop crumbs!  
Congratulations to our new Sr. 
And Jr. Wardens and vestry 
members. It is a great group, our 
church is in good hands! 

Were you in church to greet 
the Zamboni twins. We had 
given a prayer shawl to Edith 
after she broke her hip in a fall. 

She wanted to come thank us 
in person!  She also wanted to 
thank  Sharol Tamburro and Tom 
Knutson for bringing it to her 
Rochester. Edith and Jean are 93 
and remarkable!    

Are you playing Lent Madness?  
Hear most of the knitters are  
filling out their brackets. Check 
it out.   It is like brackets for 
basketball but you pick Saints 
instead. People who have done 
it in past years say it is fun!  And 
you learn about some obscure 
saints! 

Lenten Services and lunches 
are just a few days away. Come 
listen, eat and lend a hand with 
clean-up. I will be sneaking 
around! 

Be back next 
month- send me  
your news!  Love,  

Cleo

TEC
It's time to register for TEC! 
TEC this spring is April 20-22. 
Stop by the church office for an 
application.

Love is the only  
force capable of 

transforming  
an enemy  

into a friend.  
Martin Luther King, Jr.




